INTRODUCTION

in discriminating between the important and the unimportant ;
I have therefore in a number of instances endeavoured to aid
the student by indicating what should be sketched.

It may of course be perfectly possible, by means of atlases,
descriptions, or keys, to identify an unknown powder, but the
identity cannot be considered as satisfactorily established
until the powder has been compared with the powder of the
drug with which it has been identified.

The student is recommended to prepare his own powders
from the entire drug, passing them through a No. 60 or No. 80
sieve. After these have been studied the finer commercial
powders which present more difficulty may be examined.

Finally, let me impress upon him the fact that there is no
royal road available. Facility in the microscopical examina-
tion of foods and drugs can be acquired only by study and
practice ; without these it is impossible to become an expert
in the use of the microscope.
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